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On the position of the Old Japanese kakari particle so and the focus expressed by the clause
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This presentation examines the position of the particle so in Old Japanese kakari-musubi from a

syntactic and information structural standpoint. Regarding the structural position of so, the following

tendencies can be observed.

(1) In a transitive clause, the particle most frequently marks the object.

(2) When the predicate is a non-volitional intransitive verb, so usually marks the subject.

(3) When the predicate is a volitional intransitive verb, so generally attaches to an embedded
clause.

(4) When the predicate is a mono-valent adjective, so is typically found with the subject.

(5) An object (especially an accusative object marked with wo) does not generally intervene
between so and the main predicate.

In terms of syntactic position, so surfaces freely inside the verb phrase. This tendency is not
observed in other kakari-musubi constructions, specifically those involving the particles ya, ka, koso,
and namo, and can be said to be a distinguishing characteristic of the so construction.

The focus of the clause is also not limited to the constituent immediately preceding so, but often
includes the predicate as well. This fact suggests a strong connection between so and the predicate in
this type of kakari-musubi construction.
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